n this issue of JAFSCD, we wrap up our 7 th volume of JAFSCD with a group of papers that focus on food systems development as a professional practice, plus our first of two installments of the Enhancing Food Security in the Northeast (EFSNE) project. EFSNE has completed what is perhaps the most exhaustive analysis ever conducted of a single regional (multistate) food system in North America.
We start out the issue with our columnists, who take a crack at understanding food systems through four different lenses. In The Soul of the Local Food Movement, John Ikerd argues that the resilience of the local food systems depends on peoples' willingness to give "purpose priority over profits."
In 
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On our cover: Farmworkers pick a field of callaloo (also known as Chinese spinach) in the Black Dirt region of Orange County, New York. Traditionally a bulk onion production region, the Black Dirt region has been gradually shifting to an ever greater variety of truck crops for sale particularly to the diverse markets (including ethnic markets) in New York City. Such diversification by more traditional midscale, single-crop farmers will need to happen if the Northeastern U.S. is to significantly increase its overall food self-sufficiency.
(Photo copyright © 2007 by Duncan Hilchey.)
And finally, we wrap up the issue with four book reviews:
• Michelle M. Wander reviews Farm to Finally, please note that as we complete seven full volumes of JAFSCD, managing editor Amy Christian and I would like to express our heartfelt appreciation for the condolences we received this year after the loss of our beloved son Tom in June. While this will have a lifelong impact on our family, we continue to be fortified by the kindness and support of the JAFSCD community.
With appreciation,

Publisher and Editor in Chief
